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Sinclair Ross's As For Me and My House, published in 1941,
transcends its setting on the Canadian prairies to explore
timeless themes of faith, family, and the isolating power of
circumstance. This novel isn't merely a depiction of rural life;
it's a profound examination of human relationships, the
struggle for meaning, and the conflict between personal
aspirations and societal expectations. This post offers a
comprehensive analysis of the novel, complemented by

practical tips for deeper understanding and engagement,
making it a valuable resource for students, readers, and
anyone interested in exploring its enduring relevance.

A Deep Dive into the Prairie Soul:

The novel centers around the life of Mrs. Pheasant, a devout
woman who, along with her husband, moves to a remote
Saskatchewan prairie town to establish a mission. Initially
driven by a strong sense of religious duty, Mrs. Pheasant
soon confronts the harsh realities of prairie life – physical
isolation, the community's skepticism, and the emotional
distance between herself and her husband.

Ross masterfully utilizes setting as a character itself. The
vast, unforgiving landscape mirrors the internal struggles of
the characters, highlighting their feelings of loneliness and
spiritual isolation. The prairie's vastness, often depicted as
both beautiful and desolate, becomes a symbol of the human
condition – the inherent loneliness that exists alongside the
possibility of connection.
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Character Analysis: More Than Meets the Eye:

Mrs. Pheasant: She is the novel's protagonist, a complex
character whose unwavering faith is tested by the harsh
realities of her environment. Her strength and determination
are admirable, but her rigid adherence to her beliefs leads to
emotional detachment and strained relationships. Analyzing
her internal conflicts and evolution throughout the novel
unveils a poignant portrayal of a woman struggling to
reconcile her faith with her humanity.

Mr. Pheasant: Often overlooked, Mr. Pheasant is equally vital
to the novel's narrative. His quiet struggle with faith, his
growing frustration with their isolated life, and his ultimately
suppressed desires for a different life highlight the unspoken
tensions within their marriage. Understanding his
perspective provides a more balanced view of the central
conflict.

The supporting characters: The community members, though
less developed, add depth to the narrative. Their interactions
with the Pheasants reveal the subtle prejudices and societal
pressures shaping their lives, emphasizing the isolating
impact of a close-knit community that isn't always accepting.

Literary Techniques: Unveiling the Nuances:

Ross employs several effective literary techniques to
enhance the narrative impact:

Stream of consciousness: The narrative often delves into the
internal thoughts and feelings of the characters, particularly
Mrs. Pheasant, offering insights into their motivations and
emotional struggles.
Symbolism: The prairie itself, the church, and even the
recurrent imagery of wind and dust act as powerful symbols,
conveying the thematic concerns of isolation, faith, and the
struggle for meaning.
Irony: The novel is rife with ironic situations, underscoring
the gap between intention and reality. The mission, intended
to bring spiritual comfort, ironically contributes to the
Pheasants' emotional isolation.

Practical Tips for Deeper Understanding:

1. Annotate: Actively engage with the text by underlining key
passages, noting important symbols, and writing down your
interpretations.
2. Character mapping: Create a chart outlining the key
characters, their relationships, and their evolving
perspectives throughout the novel.
3. Theme tracking: Identify recurring themes such as faith,
isolation, family, and societal expectations and trace their
development throughout the narrative.
4. Comparative analysis: Compare and contrast the
characters' perspectives, highlighting their similarities and
differences in their responses to their surroundings.
5. Research: Explore Sinclair Ross's life and the historical
context of the novel to enrich your understanding of its
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themes and significance.

Conclusion: A Timeless Reflection on the Human Condition:

As For Me and My House is not simply a historical novel; it's
a powerful exploration of the human condition. Ross's
masterful storytelling and evocative prose leave a lasting
impression, prompting reflection on the complexities of faith,
family, and the enduring struggle for meaning in a world
often characterized by isolation and disillusionment. The
novel’s enduring legacy lies in its ability to resonate with
readers across generations, reminding us of the importance
of empathy, understanding, and the search for connection
amidst the challenges of life.

FAQs:

1. Is As For Me and My House a religious novel? While faith
is a central theme, the novel is not explicitly religious
propaganda. It explores the complexities of faith, its
limitations, and its impact on human relationships in a
nuanced and critical way.

2. What is the significance of the prairie setting? The prairie
acts as a powerful symbol, mirroring the characters' internal
struggles and highlighting themes of isolation, vastness, and
the challenges of adapting to a harsh environment.

3. How does the novel depict marriage and family
relationships? The novel presents a realistic, sometimes
strained portrayal of marriage, highlighting the challenges of
maintaining intimacy and understanding in the face of
adversity and differing expectations.

4. What are the major conflicts in the novel? The major
conflicts include the internal struggles of Mrs. Pheasant with
her faith and her relationship with her husband, the external
pressures of the community, and the harsh realities of prairie
life.

5. Is As For Me and My House suitable for all readers? While
accessible, the novel deals with complex themes and
portrays difficult situations. Readers should be prepared for
a challenging yet rewarding reading experience.

As for Me and My House: A Timeless
Tale of Survival and Sacrifice

Sinclair Ross's poignant novella, "As for Me and My
House," published in 1948, continues to resonate with
readers decades later. It's a story of a struggling family
in the Canadian prairies, grappling with poverty,
isolation, and the weight of their own expectations.

The story is told through the lens of the protagonist,
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Mrs. Bentley, a woman deeply committed to her family,
her faith, and her home. Yet, despite her tireless
efforts, their world feels fragile, perpetually teetering
on the brink of collapse.

The novella's strength lies in its raw honesty and
unflinching portrayal of human struggle. Ross
masterfully paints a picture of a world defined by hardship
and the relentless struggle for survival, forcing us to
confront the inherent limitations and the often-overlooked
sacrifices within the family unit.

Below, we delve into the complexities of "As for Me and
My House" and explore its timeless themes, offering
insights into the characters, and providing practical
tips for understanding and appreciating this literary
masterpiece.

The Power of Setting and Symbolism:

The harsh, unforgiving environment of the Canadian prairies
serves as a central character within the story. Ross utilizes
the desolate landscape, the unrelenting winter, and the
constant threat of drought as metaphors for the Bentleys'
internal struggles. The house itself, a symbol of the family
unit, is constantly under threat, mirroring the fragility of
their existence.

The importance of the house extends beyond its
physical form:

* Symbol of Hope: The house represents a haven, a place of
refuge from the harsh realities of the outside world.
* Burden of Responsibility: The act of maintaining the
house becomes a heavy burden for Mrs. Bentley, reflecting
her tireless efforts to keep her family together.
* Symbol of Limitation: The house's limitations and the
constant need for repairs reflect the Bentleys' constrained
circumstances, trapped by their environment and their
financial struggles.

Exploring the Compelling Characters:

Mrs. Bentley: The heart and soul of "As for Me and My
House", Mrs. Bentley is a complex character driven by a
deep love and unwavering commitment to her family. Despite
her endless sacrifices, she struggles with feelings of isolation
and inadequacy. She grapples with the guilt of her inability
to provide more for her family, and her own need for
fulfillment remains unfulfilled.

Mr. Bentley: A man burdened by financial anxieties and
personal frustrations, Mr. Bentley finds solace in his work
and retreats from the emotional complexities of family life.
He is portrayed as a loving father, but his inability to fully
connect with his wife and children adds to their emotional
strain.

The Children: The two children, Philip and Janet, represent
innocence and vulnerability. They are keenly aware of the
family's hardships, adapting to their circumstances with
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maturity and grace. Their lives, however, are shaped by their
parents' struggles, creating a profound sense of empathy for
their plight.

Themes that Resonate with Readers:

1. The Burden of Expectations: Mrs. Bentley, bound by
societal expectations and her own internalized sense of duty,
feels trapped by her role as wife and mother. The novella
highlights the pressure women often face to fulfill traditional
expectations, even at the expense of their own well-being.

2. The Struggle for Survival: The Bentleys' constant battle
against poverty and the elements underscores the harsh
realities of life in the prairies. The story reflects the
resilience of the human spirit and the desperate measures
taken when survival becomes paramount.

3. The Complexity of Family Relationships: "As for Me
and My House" explores the dynamic between parents and
children, husband and wife, and the delicate balance
between love, duty, and individual needs. It provides a
poignant glimpse into the unspoken struggles within the
family unit, showcasing the emotional toll of unfulfilled
expectations.

4. The Power of Faith: Mrs. Bentley finds solace in her
faith, drawing strength from her belief in a higher power.
However, her faith is also a source of internal conflict, as she
grapples with the seeming unfairness of her circumstances

and the unanswered questions about her life's purpose.

Tips for Deeper Understanding:

* Focus on the Symbolism: Pay close attention to the
symbolism employed by Ross, particularly the imagery of the
house, the landscape, and the weather.
* Analyze the Characters' Inner Conflicts: Explore the
internal struggles of each character, particularly Mrs.
Bentley's complex emotional journey.
* Reflect on the Themes: Consider the broader
implications of the themes presented in the novella, such as
the burden of expectations, the struggle for survival, and the
complexities of family relationships.
* Draw Connections to Your Own Life: Reflect on how the
story resonates with your own experiences and the pressures
you face in your own family and community.

Conclusion:

"As for Me and My House" is a powerful and moving
exploration of human resilience in the face of adversity. It
challenges us to confront the complexities of family
relationships, the inherent limitations of our circumstances,
and the enduring power of faith and hope. Ross's timeless
tale serves as a stark reminder of the fragility of human
existence, the sacrifices we make in the name of love, and
the enduring strength of the human spirit.

FAQs:
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1. Why is the novella titled "As for Me and My House"?

This title derives from a biblical passage in Joshua 24:15,
where Joshua declares, "As for me and my house, we will
serve the Lord." It reflects Mrs. Bentley's deep faith and her
commitment to her family, but also highlights the limitations
of her control and the struggles she faces in fulfilling her
own desires.

2. How does the setting of the Canadian prairies
contribute to the story's impact?

The harsh and unforgiving setting of the prairies serves as a
metaphor for the Bentleys' internal struggles and the
constant threat to their existence. The relentless winter, the
drought, and the isolation further emphasize the challenges
they face and the sacrifices they must make.

3. Is "As for Me and My House" a feminist story?

While not explicitly a feminist text, the novella can be
interpreted as exploring the challenges faced by women in a
patriarchal society. Mrs. Bentley's struggles with societal
expectations, her unfulfilled desires, and her own
internalized sense of duty reflect the constraints placed upon
women in their roles as wives and mothers.

4. What is the significance of the relationship between
Mrs. Bentley and her son, Philip?

Philip represents a source of hope and connection for Mrs.
Bentley. Their close bond underscores her deep maternal
love and her desire for a meaningful connection with her
children. However, the story also highlights Philip's growing
awareness of the family's struggles and his own desire for a
life beyond the limitations of their circumstances.

5. What is the overall message of "As for Me and My
House"?

The novella offers a nuanced perspective on the human
condition, exploring the complexities of love, duty, and
sacrifice within the family unit. It invites readers to reflect on
the pressures we face, the compromises we make, and the
enduring search for meaning and fulfillment in a world often
defined by hardship and limitations.
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